
EMSAC MEDICAL CARE COMMITTEE MINUTES – 10/16/13 

 

Chair: Patricia Byers-absent 

Co-Chair:  John Scott-meeting chair 

 
1. Called to order. 

 
2. Meeting Minutes from last meeting shared. 

 
3. Meeting was initiated with a presentation, by Dr Carl Shulman. Topic “Car automated 

alert systems”. Many questions of interest were shared at the end of his presentation.  
He identified a goal of bringing this research to Florida with hopes to initiate state wide 
interest. 
 

4. The Meeting recognized the strategic plan and began with discussing issues as they 
relate to objective 6.3 “measure and identify key opportunities for improvement and 
effectiveness of on-site EMS treatment in the following areas: cardiac, stroke, trauma, 
pediatric/neonatal management and other treatments as identified” 
 

a. At this time Cory Richter joined the meeting and he presented on the Trauma 
Triage Protocol revisions do date. He indicated additional meetings would be 
held to continue the process as there are questions remaining as it relates to 
the Blue and Red Criteria. This would be followed with reviewing the pediatric 
criteria. I along with others requested that a pediatric trauma surgeon be 
consulted for the pediatric criteria. 

 
The objective of this exercise is to establish a criteria base that acknowledges 
the CDC criteria and also meets current state criteria. Many agree the criteria 
should be updated but some are concerned that with the update other issues 
would not be taken into consideration such as to the differentiation of the two 
levels of trauma centers. In addition some are concerned about how this will 
affect local physician practice when we begin to include criteria that will take 
patients away from their community hospitals. 

 
b. Dr Nelson wasn’t able to attend and no other person was able to report on the 

disaster protocols. However there was discussion as it relates to the protocols 
and clarification was requested if the protocols are disaster related or were they 
intended for general use throughout the state.  

 
c. Discussion as it relates to the community paramedic was asked by one of the 

participants. This has been discussed at length over the past couple of years and 
some are not sure how this is going to work. Paramedics as practitioners, 
liability, if diagnostic procedures are done, are paramedics licensed to read 
those results and do paramedics have the license to act on those results. Others 
also like the idea of this as it would decompress the ER’s but they also are 
concerned that primary care needs to be focus and if paramedics could 
transport to primary care clinics more that may help. 

 



5. The second objective for the meeting was 6.4 “% of victims meeting trauma alert criteria 
transported to a trauma center”. 

 
a. Steve McCoy’s report on this indicated 37% of trauma patients were not 

transported to a trauma center. The goup felt this was a particulary high 
number but after much discussion it seems as though the reporting process with 
EMSTARS may have variables that skew the numbers. We all agree that the 
review of trauma triage criteria may have some effect on this data. 

 
b. POLST was not discussed at this meeting due to no updates available.  

 
6. The final objective 9.1 “determine medication error rate in Florida’s EMS systems”. 

 
a. The study to complete this objective is currenly in progress. Dr. Sonesh. 

Therefore nothing to report at this time. I have attached the email for your 
review: 

Dear EMS personnel, 

 

This is a friendly reminder that you are invited to make an impact on EMS research 

and help to reduce medication errors in pre-hospital care! If you have already 

responded, thank you! You can disregard this message. If not, please consider 

contributing. 

 

We are very close to our goal of respondents and every survey counts! Please follow 

the link below to complete a short survey!  Your time will greatly benefit patient 

safety and research in the field.  Please ignore this message or consider passing the 

link on to your colleagues if you have already completed the survey. 

 

Follow this link to the Survey: 
Take the Survey 

  

Or copy and paste the URL below into your internet browser: 
https://ucfcos.co1.qualtrics.com/WRQualtricsSurveyEngine/?SID=SV_4HMoiaW982Qe

TgV&RID=MLRP_d4jHoymjDHO6xrT&_=1 

 

Not much is known about the cause or contributors to medication error in EMS because 

they are relatively undocumented. The state of Florida, the University of Central 

Florida’s Institute for Simulation and Training, and the EMLRC have come together with 

the goal of addressing these issues by creating a taxonomy of the causes and frequency of 

medication errors. In order to do so, we must first get insight from EMS personnel 

themselves, which is why we are asking you to promote and participate in our state-wide 

online study. This study has been created for EMS providers who have ever witnessed or 

been involved in the administration or facilitation of medication to patients.  This survey 

is 100% confidential and would be greatly contributing to increasing patient safety. 

  

To participate please follow the link above and pass it on to other EMS personnel.  This 

https://ucfcos.co1.qualtrics.com/WRQualtricsSurveyEngine/?SID=SV_4HMoiaW982QeTgV&RID=MLRP_d4jHoymjDHO6xrT&_=1
https://ucfcos.co1.qualtrics.com/WRQualtricsSurveyEngine/?SID=SV_4HMoiaW982QeTgV&RID=MLRP_d4jHoymjDHO6xrT&_=1
https://ucfcos.co1.qualtrics.com/WRQualtricsSurveyEngine/?SID=SV_4HMoiaW982QeTgV&RID=MLRP_d4jHoymjDHO6xrT&_=1


study has the potential to positively impact not just your location but the entire state of 

Florida. We hope that you will be able to help us in achieving our goal! 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Dr. Shirley Sonesh at the University 

of Central Florida at ssonesh@ist.ucf.edu. 

 

Shirley C. Sonesh, Ph.D. 

Research Scientist 

Institute for Simulation & Training 

University of Central Florida 

Office: 407.882.1451 

Mobile: 631.946.2855 

ssonesh@ist.ucf.edu 

 

https://bl2prd0711.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=QwO67osmQ0S1BHbYM-KEmJ6AsabOVdAIuO58x9OzrSaS9uEfrJOmiuijEA5T2MTFxwx7u88shKk.&URL=mailto%3assonesh%40ist.ucf.edu
tel:407.882.1451
tel:631.946.2855
mailto:ssonesh@ist.ucf.edu

